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If you’d like to contribute an article to
this newsletter, please send it, preferably
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the 11th of each month of publication.

PRESIDENTS NOTE
A breakfast and sausage sizzle have been the first two social
events of this year so far and they were both judged to be first
rate by those attending and so it is planned that we will have
more of the same soon and so watch this newsletter for them
being advertised as coming up.
As you can see we have booked a function north of the river at
last so come on all of you who asked for one, let’s see your name
on the list of attendees, I know most of the regular diners will be
there.
To all our members who may be ailing in this year may your pains
ease with the knowledge that we, your friends & second family,
think of you often whenever we meet & discuss the past, & our

God bless, Trevor Smart

prayers go with you all.

Diary of Events 2005
May 17th Lunch @ the Jetty Restaurant,
Hilarys
th
July 12 Birthday Lunch, venue TBA
Aug 14th Breakfast @ Swan Yacht Club
Dec 13th Christmas Luncheon

Please address general correspondence
and subscriptions to the Secretary. All
cheques are to be made payable to the
‘Retired Customs Officers’ Association of
WA Inc.

Membership
RCOA welcomes new members of former
Customs officers. Current membership is
139. The membership fee for former
officer & spouse or single is $6. An
application form is included on the inside
back page of this Newsletter. Annual
subscriptions are due on 1st January each
year. Please check your address label for
your current financial status.
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Recent Outings

New Members

The recent Sausage Sizzle was another hit.
The weather & venue were superb - the day
was a delight with 27 of us there to socialize.
The great cook off between Hoppy & Warrick
(we had two barbecues going) provided us with
a feast of sausages & onions. Sue & Ros were
the perfect hostesses leaving the rest of us
nothing to do but relax & enjoy ourselves.
Eleanor found herself to be on a Kookaburra’s
menu when she tried to feed the birds with
some bread, one of them tried to take a bit of
her finger and drew blood. Eleanor was still in
one piece though & decided not to be so
generous leaving the birds to find their own
food. Hazel was another casualty with a wasp
taking a liking to her & stung her arm. A bit
of ice on the bite & she carried on regardless,
after all she had a meeting to organise after
the meal. After we had filled our bellies
Trevor presented Kay Murray & Eric Hovey
with ‘Legend’ awards & their time &
commitment to the RCOA were acknowledged.
Kay gave us a short speech, briefly outlining
her time with RCOA, & was thrilled with her
award. Eric also said a few words & was
overwhelmed by his award. Congratulations to
you both.
The breakfast at Swan Yacht Club in March
was another success with 31 in attendance.
Once again the food was great, the view
spectacular & good time had by all. The only
down-side was we had to have our tea &
coffee in polystyrene cups which spoiled the
ambience of the morning. Hazel has assured
us that this will not happen again, her negative
report to their management was disappointing
& duly noted. We are looking forward to
another breakfast in August.
Check our social page for future outings. We
have a lunch in July to celebrate our birthday,
breakfast in August & have other outings
planned during the year.
Our Christmas function this year will be on
Tuesday December 13th so write this date in
your diaries too.
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Max GERREYN
Freda & Maurice MEPHAM

Welcome to you all and hope to see you at some of
our functions. You are welcome to send us a piece
about yourselves for the newsletter too if you
wish.

News of Members
Max Gerryn, one of our newest members, is a
professional artist/cartoonist & may look to some
of our members for models. Those who worked
with Max would be aware of his love of drawing.
Maybe we will see him at a future function & he
can tell us about his fame & fortune.

See you soon Max.

Dorrie Hamilton is recovering at home, still not

100%. She cannot get around as she used to & has
a carer to keep an eye on her.

Our thoughts are with you Dorrie.

Peter Proud recently had a holiday at Middleton
Beach & Karri Valley resort. He is also due for
another trip to hospital for a complete left hip
replacement so will be restricted in his outings for
a while as he will not be allowed to drive.

We wish you a speedy recovery Peter

Alex & Sylvia Shaw are off on another trip.
They are travelling by train with their car to
Sydney & the driving back looking at some of
Queensland & other states on the way. They are
due back at the end of May.
It’s tough being a retiree!

Harry Wills has survived his recent ordeal & is
back on track. It was good to see him & Pat at the
sausage sizzle recently, the one thing he hasn’t
lost is his wicked sense of humour.

Good to have you back on track Harry

Ron King - As our roving reporter indicated in the

last newsletter, Ron returned home with more than
a tale to tell from his trip to Melbourne. On
January 2nd he married Judy in a quiet ceremony
with family to witness. Their story is like a ‘Mills &
Boon’ novel, boy meets girl early in life, lose touch,
then meet again & find they still have the same
feelings for each other.
We wish them a
wonderful life together. xxooxx

Congratulations to you both

Once again, we do know of members who are/have
been unwell but respect their request for privacy.
We wish you all a speedy recovery & good health.
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Michael Metcalf’s Story

Janice Winsor

I had 29 years in Customs and loved the outports
and sea and remote area Barrier work. I always
considered myself privileged to be able to do some
of the work I did in the times that we did, to play a
role in the development of the State whilst working
in Port Hedland, Derby, Cockatoo and Koolan
Islands, Darwin and then Geraldton where the ACV
Jabiru was ‘landed’ upon us.
I enjoyed doing
interesting jobs in interesting times and I will
always look back on them with happiness. To me
Customs people are very special and one was so
special I married her and 33 years later Robyn and
I are still having frank exchanges of views.

I’d like to introduce myself to you. I’m Janice
Winsor of Seachild Enterprises. I worked work
for more than 20 years as a technical writer in the
computer industry. For the past 10 years, I wrote
computer books for publication. I have donated
two of my Sun computers for RCOA to use to set
up a Web server. In appreciation, I have been
offered the opportunity to let you know a bit
about my business.

Today life is no less interesting. Oh Lord is it no
less interesting!! We were in partnership for 15
years and now have bought out our partner so we
own the business. Funerals have become part of our
life and we enjoy every minute of it. It is very
competitive and we have to be constantly promoting
ourselves. We are members of the association
(AFDA) and comply with their standards and we are
comfortable with the knowledge that we present
funerals as well as any other company and if our
premises are perhaps not as lavish as some
(although still comfortable and welcoming) we make
up for it with the degree of personalised service.
It is generally Robyn and Michael caring for you
from start to finish. We see ourselves as being
placed in the middle of the market. Offering a less
expensive service than the household name
companies but providing a better service than the
‘price based’ companies.
I have accumulated many stories in sixteen years
and when undertakers get together they can really
tell plenty of stories and play hard. They probably
enjoy relaxing more than most people.
Thank
goodness I had all that training playing moderately
hard in my previous life.

I am trained as a Certified Clinical Hypnotherapist,
a
Master
Practitioner
of
NeuroLinguistic
Programming (NLP), and a Master Coach of NLP. I
do individual coaching sessions with clients to
improve the quality of their life in many different
areas. This training enables me to work with you
on the subconscious level, where all your old
patterns and habits lie. Changes can be immediate
and permanent. Unlike traditional talk therapy
that deals with the 10 percent of you that is your
conscious mind, working with change at the
subconscious level requires no will power or
determination from you.
Change happens
organically, naturally, and with ease.
If you or anyone you know lacks confidence in
dealing with others, my four-step NewView
program is definitely worth considering. During a
free half-hour session, either in person or on the
phone, we will determine your requirements and
decide whether to work together. From your first
individual session, you’ll feel more self-assured and
life will seem easier. You’ll learn empowering
coping strategies so you can deal with life’s
challenges on your own. You will find it easier to
set goals and achieve your future outcomes. Call
today to experience a NewView on life. See

www.seachild.com for more information, then
phone 9439-4789

This item was sent in to us for inclusion in the newsletter.
Superannuated Commonwealth Officers Assoc (WA Branch) is asking for new members. The
W.A. Branch lost over 100 members in last 12/12 for various reasons and they want to encourage
all eligible Commonwealth Officers to join and help build up the strength of the Branch
especially as they have an ongoing National campaign with Federal Govt to increase super rates
and change to a more equitable method of calculation for future pension increases.
Addresses for enquiries are:
S.C.O.A. P O Box 1550 WEST PERTH 6872 or
Secretary - Mike Lennon 92572494
Many thanks and best wishes, Alex Shaw
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Chuckles Corner

A Painful Story

While in a long check-in queue at an airport, I
noticed an airline employee cheerfully directing
people to other counters for quicker service.
When she asked one businessman his destination,
he shouted “I’m late! What are you going to do for
me?” The employee took a moment to refer to her
chart.
“Oh, great!” the impatient traveller
remarked. “I need help & I get stuck with a
blonde.” She kept her eyes on the chart, and then
looked up at him with a smile. “Oh dear,” she
sighed. “Ditz that I am, I just can’t think of a
single thing I can do for you.” And she walked
away. The man missed his flight.
Talk about opening your mouth to change feet!
When my husband was interviewing job candidates,
one of his standard questions was “What are your
strengths?” He received a thank-you letter from
one nervous young man who wrote, “There’s
something I’d like to mention that completely
slipped my mind during the interview. One of my
biggest strong points is my excellent memory.”
Duh!
A friend of mine is a police officer in the dog
squad. One night he was dispatched to the scene
of a possible burglary & discovered the back door
of a building ajar. He let the dog out of his car &
commanded it to enter & seek. The dog lunged
through the doorway, then froze & backed out. My
friend was puzzled until he investigated further.
Then he noticed the sign on the building
“Veterinary surgery”.
Yelp!
Johnny’s mother had three children. The first
child was named April. The second child was
named May. What was the third child’s name?
It had to be Johnny. He’s the third child!

A Matter of Faith
Two nuns ran out of petrol while driving in the
country. They approached the nearest homestead
where the farmer said he would be glad to provide
them with enough petrol to get to the nearest
town. Unfortunately, he could not find a suitable
container, but after scouting around the farm’s
rubbish heap, came up with the next best thing - a
chipped chamber pot. He filled this with fuel for
the grateful nuns. As they were refuelling their
mini-car a Church of England Minister drove by.
He braked sharply & reversed back to the nuns.
After sticking his head out of the window, he
gushed, “Sisters, I am not of your religious
persuasion, but I certainly admire your faith.”

Duty Freed

Page # 4

This story concerns the Toyland City Council. One
of the workers, Teddy Bear, complained to the
foreman that while he could find his wheelbarrow
& shovel, someone had stolen his pick. “Don’t worry
about it Teddy,” the kindly foreman said, “Today’s
the day the Teddy Bears have their picks nicked.”

Riddle
You use it between your head & your toes.
The more it works the thinner it grows.
What is it?
(Answer in ‘Last but not Least’ on page 8)

Trivia Items of Interest
Where & when were the first passports issued?
The idea of giving people some kind of document
affording them safe passage through another
country may go back as far as the Egyptian
pharaohs, who are thought to have issued their
subjects with cartouches bearing the ruler’s name.
One of the first references to an English passport
was in the reign of Henry V, who, in an act of 1414,
issued ‘Safe Conducts’, warning foreigners to allow
his subjects to move around unmolested within
certain parameters of destination, time & purpose.
In return, no Englishman would injure or rob a
foreigner who carried one of Henry’s Safe
Conducts.
During the spring, cows fight among themselves
until one emerges as the winner. In Norway, the
farmers watch the fight closely, & when the winner
has been established, he hangs a bell around her
neck. This cow is now the leader of the herd & the
other cows just follow. If the bell cow dies or is
sold, the farmer simply hangs the bell around the
neck of another cow, & all the cows immediately
follow her. They have learned that whoever has
the bell is the boss!
No Bull!
The ice on Antarctica is nearly 5km thick in some
places. It holds 70% of Earth’s fresh water &
90% of its ice. If it were divided up, every person
on Earth could have a chunk of ice larger than the
Great Pyramid. That’s a lot of ice. There is land
underneath Antarctica’s ice, but not at the Arctic
where the ice floats on top of the ocean. The
average temperature is -49 C but believe it or not,
it very rarely snows there!

°

Jellyfish look all soft & squishy - & just like a blob
of jelly. That’s because they have no bones & are
95% water. They are often washed up on beaches
where they melt in the sun. Ever wonder where
they go?
They evaporate!
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BIRTHDAYS

May
Ruby BALES
Lavinia PIKE
Neil HOPKINS
Doreen RITCHIE
Trixie SULLIVAN
Connie HUGHES
Ros GATES
Mike FLYNN
Kevin SHERIDAN
Gwen GREGG
Sue WEBB
John RITCHIE
Albert DAVEY
Emma DAVIES
Ellen LEWIS
Pat WILLS
Len HARDMAN
Colleen SORENSEN
Fran FOSTER
Paul HUBBARD
Bridie O’NEILL

June

1
2
3
4
5
7
9
11
12
15
15
16
18
20
21
24
27
27
28
28
30

Frank MENNER
Peter PROUD
June MENNER
Pat BISSAKER
Terry EMERSON
Val HARDMAN
Paul MURPHY
John WELLS
Denise HUNTER
Denis LEWIS
Lesley TOWNSEND
Bob REX

5
6
8
14
14
14
21
23
25
25
25
28

WEDDING ANIVERSARY’S

May
Jim & Norma ANDERSON
Paul & Pauline MURPHY
Kevin & Mary SHERIDAN
Bryan & Pat BISSAKER
Terry & Emma DAVIES
Susan ARMSTRONG & John DANIELS
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June
Ron & Margaret JARVIS
Darrell & Patricia JOHNSON
Jack & Stella EARNSHAW
Les & Moira HERON
Bill & Pat WALKER

4
4
10
18
22
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Minutes of AGM held at the Swan Yacht Club, East Fremantle on Tuesday February 1st, 2005
President Trevor Smart declared the meeting open at 11:40 am and welcomed those attending. Members present
as per signed list circulated at the meeting.
Apologies – Thora Adderley, Les Alp, Albert & Nancy Davey, Mary Ford, Val Kelly, Ron King, Kaye Murray, Kaye
Rickard, Harry Tazewell, Betty Walker, Judy Weston-Arnold, Pat Wills
Minutes of previous AGM were circulated in the newsletter for all members to read, and with no business arising
were accepted as read.
Accepted by all in attendance.
Treasurer’s Report – was circulated in the newsletter for all members to read, and was accepted as read. Bernie
outlined the remarkable difference that has been made since moving to the Bendigo Bank, where instead of our
funds being eaten up by fees, etc we are now making a small profit. Whilst we are not here to make money we are
getting better value for it.
Accepted by all in attendance.
.Entertainment Report – Hazel outlined the functions that were held & numbers attending Feb – AGM Luncheon @ Swan Yacht Club (30)
Mar – Breakfast @ Swan Yacht Club (26)
Mar – Luncheon @ Fremantle TAFE (36)
Apr – Sausage Sizzle @ Kings Park (37)
Jun – Luncheon @ TAFE Fremantle (34)

Jul - Breakfast @ Swan Yacht Club (44)
Sep – Luncheon @ Runway Bar & Café (39)
Nov – Breakfast @ Swan Yacht Club (25)
Dec – Christmas Luncheon @ Runway Bar & Café (61)

Overall a good year & we hope for another great social year in 2005. Thank you
President’s Report – The year of 2004 was significant for the Committee of this Association as we decided to
create a new honour system for our members and others who show outstanding devotion and work ethics beyond
the normal, to the good of all members of this Association. We have in our Constitution an honorary award
already for life membership but we feel that this does not do credit for some who may never receive this award
but are genuine legends to us all and deserve special recognition. This new award may be given to members who
are full members, or their spouses, but also may be given to ‘friends’ and other people as associates or other
persons associated in other ways. They do not need to be members of our Association to receive our special
recognition and be declared a ‘legend’. We need to remember for always the people who have earned the
appreciation of members and we will do this by creating a ‘legends book’ which will be available at all major venues
for perusal by members present, and the book will contain details and photographs of the chosen ‘legends’ and
historical photographs and other paraphernalia.
The person selected as a legend will be given a framed ‘certificate of appreciation’ ready for hanging or placing in
a place of prominence and the certificate will be signed by the Executive at the time of presentation. The
certificate will be presented at events like the AGM or our Christmas party each year with full honours being
taken into account in the presentation ceremony. This certificate can then be suitably hung or shown in some
other manner at home showing the appreciation and respect we see them in. A copy of the certificate will be
placed in the legends book. Posthumous certificates will be presented to the recipient’s families.
The people chosen to select these recipients will be members of the Executive Committee, being the serving
office bearers at the time of the President, Vice President and the Honorary Secretary of the RCOA of WA Inc.
Certificates today were presented in the following order to those persons we have selected for this occasion –
Gwen Gregg, Mary Toy, Alex Shaw, Vern Westley & Harry Wills. These people were overwhelmed with their
presentation and were photographed together for the ‘legends book’ along with Connie Hughes and Darrell
Johnson who received their awards last year at the Christmas function.
Harry Wills – took the chair and proceeded with the election of office bearers for the next year. Only one
nomination received per position and elected unopposed as below.
Committee
Warrick Gates, Neil Hopkins
President
Trevor Smart
Vice President Ron King
Darrell Johnson, Mike Metcalf
Secretary
Hazel Webb
Kay Schmidt, Harry Wills
Treasurer
Bernie Webb
Auditor
Debbie MacDonald
Editors
Bernie & Hazel Webb
The next Annual General Meeting will be February 7th 2006, venue to be advised in the newsletter. With no
further business arising the meeting closed at 12:05 pm
Duty Freed
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Puzzles - Answers to February Puzzles
Nine-letter word is Exploited. Possible words include – deep, depot, dipole, dope, elope, eloped,
expel, exploit, explode, expo, lope, loped, opted, peel, pelt, pelted, petiole, pied, pile, piled, pilot,
piloted, pixel, pied, plied, plod, plot, poet, pole, poled, polite, tepid, tope, topee, topi.
Leftover word is Surfboard. The answers are Spaghetti, Nightclub, Fortunate, Champagne, &
Casserole
Animal Names are Aardvark, Elephant, Kangaroo, & Platypus
Special holiday is Honeymoon.

Nine letter word
Using all the letters in the grid on the right, find
our nine-letter word. See how many other words
of FOUR or more letters you can find in the grid,
each letter can be used only once and every word
must contain the centre letter. Proper nouns are
not allowed. 0 - 7 words, better luck next time, 8 – 15

W

L

N

R

F

U

E

D

O

words, good, 16 – 19 words, very good, 20 - 24 words,
excellent, 25+ genius! Good Luck!

Leftover word
The answer to each of
the clues is a nine-letter
word. Each answer can
be made by using three
of
the
three-letter
groups in the grid. The
three remaining groups
of letters spell our
winning word.

Peach-like fruit
Edible toadstool-like
fungi
What ‘gym’ is short
for
River insect
Pink birds with long
legs & necks

Food Names
Hidden in the grid are the names of four
FOOD items, each has eight letters. Each
is made up of the same coloured squares.
Can you work out what they are? Which
name would appear first in an alphabetical
listing?

Try to discover the
nine missing letters
in
the
coloured
squares.
Each one
completes the word
on its left & begins
the word on its right.
When the puzzle is
complete, the letters
in
the
coloured
column will spell our
hidden word.
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Events Page
.

To date we have 33 people booked for lunch at
the Jetty Restaurant on May the 17th. We can
alter the booking for more, if needed. Check
your diaries & make your booking soon.

Lunch @ The Jetty
Restaurant

Hillarys Boat Harbour
Tuesday May 17th @ 12 noon

We have to pay for all of those booked so
pre-payment is preferred on this occasion.

Cost: $23.00pp
Full Buffet & Sweets

Those booked to date are -

Tea & Coffee included
Booking made for 40 people
Fully Licensed
Bookings for the luncheon must be made by
Monday May 9th

Les Alp, Jim & Norma Anderson
Chris Cornish (10), Albert & Nancy Davey
Ros & Warrick Gates, Audrey & Eric Hovey
Darrell & Pat Johnson, Judy & Ron King
Bridie & Jim O’Neill, Bob Rex
Eleanor & Trevor Smart, Bernie & Hazel Webb
Sue Webb, Charlie & Norma Williams

.

Smorgasbord Breakfast
Swan Yacht Club

Birthday Luncheon
Tuesday July 12th

Riverside Rd, East Fremantle
Sunday August 14th at 08:30 hours

Keep this date free

Cost: $12.00 pp

We are in the process of booking a
birthday luncheon in July, more
details will be in the June Newsletter

Parking available at the club
Breakfast is held in the club room on
the ground floor level.
Enter this date in your diary & check the
June Newsletter for booking details

Stay happy, hear from you soon

For all bookings (unless stated otherwise) please contact

Hazel Webb, 78 Arundel Drive, WELLARD 6170

9439 2268 or

0409 105 101

(See RCOA – Functions Booking Slip – opposite page)
Duty Freed
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Payment of Subs electronically
Recently one of our members paid their subs electronically but unfortunately they did not
include their name in the details and did not email us to identify the payment. We have
now located that person through trial & error. We would like to remind you that when you
electronically transfer funds please place your name in the details box so that we know
who the payee is. Thanks.

Bern$e (Treasurer)

Sending Money – be it for membership renewal or for an up coming function – remember that you can send
electronically to the RCOA of WA Account at the Bendigo Bank – BSB 633-000

RCOA - Membership Application
First Name:

- A/c No. 121589386

/ Renewal

/ Update

Family Name:

Partner’s Name:

No.

No

Postal Address:
e-mail address:

Please add your email address (if you have one) so we can keep you up to date between newsletters.

Our Newsletter includes a segment for publication of members and spouse’s birth and wedding anniversary dates (day & month only printed)
If you would like to share this detail with other members please complete the following

Member B’date:

Partner B’date:
Joint
or
Single

Membership - $6

Tick here only if
receipt required
Office Use Only:

= $

x No. Years

Send Newsletter by post

Wedding date:

Signature
& Date:

and / or e-mail

/

/2005

Subscriptions to: Secretary RCOA of WA Inc. 78 Arundel Drive, Wellard 6170
/

Rec’d

/ 2005

EFT

Cash

AMO

Cheque

No

.

Trans’ No(s).

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RCOA – Functions Booking Slip
Names Attending:

Function:

Venue:

Date:

Lunch

Jetty Restaurant

May 17th 2005

x

$23.00

Lunch

To Be Decided

July 12th 2005

x

TBD

Breakfast

Swan Yacht Club

August 14th 2005

x

$12.00

Signature
& Date:

/

No.

$ p/p

Subtotal $

Total Amount Enclosed $

/2005

Payment to: Secretary RCOA of WA Inc. 78 Arundel Drive, Wellard 6170
Office Use Only:

Rec’d

Duty Freed

/

/ 2005

EFT

Cash

AMO

Page # 9

Cheque

No

.

Trans’ No(s).

April/May 2005

Last but not Least
Answer to the riddle on page 3 - A bar of Soap!

You will notice we have included the minutes of this year’s AGM in this issue. The committee agreed that
members may be interested in some of the items raised or were discussed.
We have been discussing the possibility of setting up a WEB site for RCOA. This is all still in the pipe line a
long way before it will be up & running. We will keep you all informed when it looks like we have the go-ahead
Janice Winsor kindly donated computer items to enable this to be a reality (see her article on page 3).
As you all know, Mike has his own funeral business (see ad below & article on page 3). Unfortunately there
comes a time when we need the services of a funeral parlour. If you do need to arrange a funeral Mike is
always there to give help & advice.

Retired Customs Officers’
Association of WA inc.

Bernie Webb

REDGUM RURAL
SERVICES

Michael Metcalf

Hazel Webb
e-mail – bdwebb@v-app.com.au

8 Hehir Street,
Belmont WA 6104
(08) 9479 4173
Fax (08) 9479 4171

9439 2268
0409 105 101
78 Arundel Drive Wellard 6170

-

trees pruned
rural fencing
gutters cleaned
garden clean ups
rotary hoeing
slashing / mowing

Bernie Webb
9439 2268
0419 903 218

RETIRED CUSTOMS OFFICERS’
ASSOCIATION
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.

If undelivered return to
Secretary RCOA
78 Arundel Drive
WELLARD WA 6170
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