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Contributions

If you’d like to contribute an article to this
newsletter, please send it, preferably by e-mail, to
the editor. Copy deadline is the 11th of each month
of publication.
Please address general correspondence
subscriptions to the Secretary.

New Members
Ron & Wendie DYER
Melvyn WEIGHTMAN
Welcome & hope to see you at some of
our functions.

and

All cheques are to be made payable to the ‘Retired
Customs Officers’ Association of WA Inc.

Membership

RCOA welcomes new members of former Customs
officers. Current membership is 128.
The membership fee for former officer & spouse or
single is $10. An application form is included on
the inside back page of this Newsletter.
Annual subscriptions are due on January 1st each
year. Please check your address label for your
current financial status.
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Cossack - Ghost town of the North-West

The former Customs House is one of the best preserved buildings in the ghost town of Cossack on the northwest coast of Western Australia. Clayton Roberts explores the story of the remote, abandoned port and the
harsh lives of its customs officers.
There is something about a ghost town that captures the imagination. Cossack is an abandoned township on
the Western Australian coast about 1570 kilometres from Perth and about eight kilometres from the town of
Roebourne. It was the first port in the north-west and was the port for Roebourne. The town was settled in
the late 1800s, and in those years was home to a vibrant multicultural community. The collapse of the
pearling industry early in the 20th century and silting of the harbour reduced Cossack to a byway of history.
Nearly a century later, Cossack is being rediscovered by tourists, artists and historians. Today, most of the
settlement lies in ruins except for few finely restored buildings like the Customs House and Court House,
which have withstood cyclones and heat for over a century. In 1871, the Governor of Western Australia, Sir
Frederick Weld, visited the area aboard HMS Cossack and, the town's name was chosen in honour of this
event. Previously it had been known as Butcher's Inlet or Tien Tsin Harbour. Cossack was declared a townsite in 1872 and was linked by a tramway to Roebourne, which was to become the administrative centre.
Early Cossack settlers noticed that local natives wore necklaces of pearl. The settlers began collecting pearl
shell and an industry was born. By 1868 the pearl rush was on and in 1874 the industry was worth £80,000
a year. During the 1880s, the town boomed. It was the major port of the area, moving the wool clip out
and importing supplies and other goods.
Pearling and Asians - Pearling supplied much of Cossack's income for many years. It was the home port for
pearling luggers until the early 1880s when the industry moved further north to Roebuck Bay, Broome. A
local gold rush meant boom conditions for many years. At its peak in 1894-95, the town's population was
about 400, including 225 Asians. In 1884, the Western Australian Imported Labour Registry Act changed the
population of the Roebourne District by allowing the mass introduction of Asian labour. People attracted by
the pearling industry included Chinese, Japanese, Malays, Koepangers (Timorese) and Manilamen (Filipinos).
Many worked as laundrymen, gardeners and cooks. Asians had market gardens in Cossack and Roebourne,
which meant fresh vegetables in adequate quantities for the first time since European settlement. Chinatown,
also known as Japtown, was the most colourful part of Cossack. It boasted two Chinese stores, a Chinese
bakery, a Japanese store, a Turkish bath house, a brothel and a Singhalese tailor. 'The tailor expertly made
white drill suits to measure for 13 shillings’. Sly grog shops were numerous and gambling for high stakes took
place. Inscriptions on the cemetery tombstones tell the stories that go with pioneering in a harsh,
unforgiving environment. The wife of Customs officer W.F.S. Richards lies in a neglected grave in a corner of
the cemetery. The inscription reads: In loving Remembrance of Lottie
Beloved wife of
W.F.S. Richards H.M.C.
Died 3rd Oct 1909 Aged 47
Lead Kindly Light

The cemetery is divided into European and Japanese sections with Europeans occupying the higher ground.
Even in death separation was absolute. According to writer Nancy Withnell-Taylor in Yeera-Muk-A-Doo:

Japanese headstones in un-consecrated ground stood at the foot of the graves. Some were erected to those
who lost their lives at sea and whose bodies were never recovered. However, if any of the departed one's
belongings were found they were buried under the tombstone. Each year a ceremony was held at the
cemetery. Food and drink was left for the departed spirits, and small boats laden with food were set adrift
and floated out to sea. Formerly, spirits in the form of sake was placed on the boats but irreverent
individuals watched the boats depart, helped themselves to the spirits and became gloriously drunk.

Cossack was periodically devastated by cyclones. To combat the hurricane force winds, the houses had heavy
shutters. Apart from government buildings, houses were built of wood with galvanised iron roofs and
anchored by chains bolted to boulders buried in the ground.
Decline - During the Boer War, Cossack had a brief revival as the embarking point for volunteers being
recruited in Perth. At the turn of the century, Point Samson about four miles further north, became the port
for the district, as Cossack Harbour had silted up so much that it was no longer practicable for shipping. All
vessels calling at Cossack had to anchor about five miles from the jetty and goods were landed by lighter.
With World War I, the pearl shell market collapsed, never to rise. The Depression and competition from the
cultured pearl industry hastened the end of this exciting era. By the 1930s only 50 luggers were operating in
the north-west; by 1969 there were only 12. The municipality of Cossack was dissolved in 1910, but a few
people lived there until after World War II. A Cossack Customs and Excise report dated 1926 stated that
imports consisted of rice, petrol and tinned vegetables while main exports were mainly pearl shell and wool.
By 1938 most Europeans had left and the town was mainly occupied by Japanese. With the pearling industry
re-established at Broome, the town eventually lost all its source of income, and was abandoned in the 1950s.
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Cossack - Ghost town of the North-West continued
The historic value of the town-site has been recognised by restoration of several fine stone buildings, including
the Customs House. Today these buildings, some ruins, a stone wharf and the neglected cemetery are all that
remain.
The Customs connection - The Customs connection goes back to the appointment of Robert Sholl as
Government Resident and Sub-Collector of Customs, who held office from 1865 to 1881. Government
Residents, later known as Resident Magistrates, formed a most important part of the judicial system of the
colony. Their responsibilities included dealing with crimes, native problems, registration of births and deaths
and collecting customs duties. Conditions were harsh in those early days as Postmaster and Tidewaiter
Trevarton C. Sholl (1865-1866) recorded in his journal:

27 Nov. 1865 at Tien Tsin Bay. Last, was a night of torture. The mosquitoes and sandflies were in swarms
which together with the heat have made people, who are not usually addicted to the bad habit, swear most
terribly.
12 January 1866: 8 pm. I am now writing enveloped in smoke, caused by the burning of cow-dung in the tent
to keep away the mosquitoes.
21 Feb.1866: At 3:30 pm. left camp with mount and the native ‘Peter’ on horseback for the Emma with the
mails. Stayed on board to tea. Saw old Mulligan [Chief of the Tien Tsin Bay Aboriginal tribe] for the first time
since his arrival from Perth, on board the vessel, he is looking as jolly as an old ‘Tar’  but furious with a native
named "Mingamarra" who has absconded with one of his [Mulligan's] wives, he says he will not spear this
native, as that would be treating him too leniently, but he will shoot him.
Not long after, Trevarton Sholl became a shipping casualty along with 39 other people when the Emma
disappeared on a voyage from Cossack to Fremantle. Cossack Customs House and Bonded Store were
completed in 1897. Built of local stone with corrugated iron roofs, they incorporated a 7000-gallon
underground water tank. Shortly after completion and despite solid construction, the buildings were severely
damaged by the cyclone in April 1898 which also wrecked the port installation. Dr David Day in his book
Smugglers and Sailors, The Customs History of Australia 1788 - 1901 , writes about one of the early
Government Residents named Edward Hayes Laurence, who was a man of liberal instincts: A thousand miles

from Perth, Laurence was responsible for collecting Customs duties, licensing the pearling boats and enforcing
other unpopular laws of a far-off administration. Eschewing popularity, Laurence sought instead to project a
principled concern for the welfare of all the inhabitants, whether supervising the Sunday school or delivering
the service in the absence of the rector he caused a furore in May 1882 when he authorised the burial in the
settlement's cemetery of a Chinese man whom he employed as an interpreter and whom he believed to be a
Christian. Although the grave was dug eighteen yards from the nearest European grave, a noisy public
meeting protested at the Chinese man finding in death the equality that had been denied him in life. Laurence
stood firm in the face of the protests, although his own hold on life was none too secure. He died of
tuberculosis on 17 November 1885, just two months short of his fortieth birthday.

The part played by customs in the development of colonial Australia was a major factor in the call for
Federation. In Smugglers and Sailors - the Customs History of Australia 1788-1901, David Day says early
customs activity in Australia was directed at trying to stop smuggling of rum and other spirits in the new
colony at Sydney. Governor John Hunter decided to impose a duty, which he called an assessment, on spirits,
wines and beer in 1800 to control the rampant and socially harmful trade and to raise funds for a prison. He
was unable to implement this before Governor Philip Gidley King replaced him. By the 1890s, colonial
customs departments were collecting about 90 per cent of government revenue. In 1901-02 customs and excise
revenue totalled 8.9 million pounds or 77 per cent of total Commonwealth revenue. This percentage had
grown to 79 per cent in 1903-04 but had reduced to 70 per cent in 1912-13 just before the introduction of
income tax in 1915. In calling for a Federal Government, Henry Parkes, a former customs officer, raised the
vexatious question of internal customs barriers between colonies. Other major issues were alien immigration,
particularly by Chinese, and colonial defences. The customs question was the result of inter-colonial customs
tariffs which led to a number of border confrontations. Colonial customs also worked with the colonial police
in controlling illegal immigration. The Federation of the Australian states in 1901 saw Customs established as
one of the first Federal Government departments - the Department of Trade and Customs. Section 86 of the
Constitution charged the Commonwealth government with the collection and control of customs duties and
excise. Thus Federation, at least along the borders, was as much about the end of inter-colonial tariffs as it was
the unification of the colonies.
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A Handbook for Small Landholders
 Ever wished your property came with a hand-








book or an instruction book explaining some
of the more important differences between
suburban living and living in a rural or semirural location?
Wondered if you were cut out to own and care
for livestock and what your legal and moral
obligations might be?
Considered purchasing a tractor or ride-on
mower but have no idea what all the different
features are for?
Need to purchase a chainsaw, but don’t know
what size is best?
What are the dangers (if any) of the additional
wildlife you will come in contact with in a rural
setting?

These questions and many more have been answered in a friendly and informative approach by
first time author Bernie Webb. Bernie and his wife
Hazel moved to a special-rural area of Perth WA
over 20 years ago, with virtually no inkling of the
additional knowledge they would have to quickly
acquire, to enable them to successfully adapt to
their new rural environment.

Thinking of making a tree-change?
Moving from suburbia to a rural area?
Presently reside in a rural area?

What do you know about:















What tools and machinery are required
Wildlife you will come face to face with
Your obligations in keeping livestock
The essentials of water collection
Fences, electric fences and gates
Tractors and ride-on-mowers
Firebreaks, when, why, how
Vegetable garden layout
12
Chooks as workers
0
2
Rural numbering
y
a
Reticulation
M
le
Chainsaws
b
Alpacas
ila
a
v
Horses
A
Pumps

Plus over 50 other topics you may
not know you needed to know!
200+ pages

160+ photos

Bernie has run his small business, ‘Redgum Rural
Services’ since 1994 and has been an active member of the local ’Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade’ for
over 20 years. This, together with firsthand involvement with his own special-rural property, has
given him plenty of experience to draw from.
Realising that most people making this move will
also have the same problems to solve, Bernie has
not only written but completely designed, edited
and self-published a very practical and informative
book.
‘R U R A L’ is squarely aimed at people moving, or
already moved from suburbia to a rural area. The
book is liberally illustrated throughout with over
160 photographs (mostly taken by Bernie) as well
as a number of explanatory tables and diagrams.

Summarised in Bernie’s own words; “…a book that I wish we could have referred
to 20 years ago”.

$24.99
RRP
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Book Promo—Yes, the previous page is a blatant advertisement.

As some of you will already know I have
been writing a book for the past 18 months. One of the trickiest bits has been getting it printed. For various reasons I have published it myself and have dealt direct with the printer (Scott Print in Perth). To obtain a reasonable
cost price I have had to have 1000 printed for a considerable amount of money. Hence the need to advertise as
much as possible to start selling the books and recouping the money outlaid.
I am not expecting too many of you will be moving from suburbia to a rural area any time soon but I am hoping
some of you will have family, friends or acquaintances that are about to or have already made a tree-change. If
you would like a copy for yourself or others please phone (08) 9439 2268 or email me at
(sales@redgumrural.com.au). RCOA Member Special— I have a special price of $20 each book (plus postage $5,
if required, for up to three books).
Bernie Webb

Not Good News — from A Retired Customs Officer
Hi Bernie - I put this note to the RD ACS, my surgeon, and the WA Cancer council today.
As it directly affects former ACS staff who may have served at Dampier and in particular
lived in Irwin Crescent, Dampier it would be worthwhile to bring to the attention of
RCOA members. It’s a deadly matter.

Glenn can be contacted on
mobile 0413 603 175
phone 08 9354 5005
fax
08 9354 5006
Email: mcinnes@arach.net.au

“Hi Amanda, RD WA
Here’s my note to my urological surgeon as discussed with you. I’ll be forwarding it to the retired officers association as
well, and Paul O’Conner my last RD. Enjoy your weekend. At the base of note to Shane I have copied a note describing my current situation. It’s not good but I’m still here.”
Hi Shane,
A raise matter on which I seek your advice. From 1978 to early 1982 I was Sub-Collector of Customs for the port of
Dampier. Sub-Collector was a 19th century title now replaced by the term ‘District Manager’.
I resided at an official residence situated at 118 Irwin Crescent Dampier. The houses on the street were all built on the
same side. i.e. there wasn’t odd and even sides. I think this was because when Hamersley Iron built the town they constructed it over rolling, maybe parallel rocky gullies. Every 1st gully was filled for housing, the second for a road, and
the 3rd left unfilled to provide housing separation. I’m not sure but harbour dredge spoil may have used for the fill at
least in part,
Anyway whilst in hospital either late last year or early this year whilst doing a walk thru the wars to maintain a base
level of fitness I met in Mr John Sorensen [aka Jack]. He is one your patients, and like me was suffering from bladder
cancer. Trust your records would have all his details. Jack worked for me at Dampier and resided at 120 Irwin Crescent
with his family. An interesting coincidence I thought.
Today I spoke with Rudolph [AKA Rags} Weggelaar who resided at 119 Irwin. Rags was a school teacher employed by
the state govt. He lived next to me with his family. Rags and I have maintained a lifelong relationship since Dampier
but since I’ve been ill over the last 18 or so months it’s waned little.
Anyway today I briefed him on my bladder cancer, and Rags responded by saying he has just finished ongoing treatment
for bladder cancer. This got my interest. We all lived in adjacent houses i.e. 118, 119, and 120 Irwin Crescent at roughly
the same time 1978 to 1982 [Dates may vary with individuals my core dates were 1978/82] and we all have bladder
cancer. Any suggestions as to what to do as I am concerned about all the other people who lived there over the last 30
years and for that matter those who preceded us.
Regards Glenn McInnes
General note - Hi all, apologies for the generic style of this note, but I guess it is the content not the style that is important. Yesterday a CT scan revealed that I had brain cancer. i.e. two tumours, one large tumour at the right rear of the
skull just above my neck, another smaller left of my left of eye [that’s as well as several cancerous tumours in the pelvis].
Given the critical nature of the brain cancer focus has switched to my skull. Today I was fitted for a facial mask that will
protect my head during radiation treatment. Next Tuesday the 7th of March radiation treatment commences and will
run for a fortnight. Then after a fortnight off to recover, chemo therapy will commence designed to attack cancers all
through my body. Previously chemo was focussed on my pelvis but the circumstances have changed somewhat dramatically. Frankly my prognosis is poor. Do nothing I won’t make July, receive all the treatment I might make this time
next year.
Unfortunately my cancer is an aggressive bladder cancer and has taken off like a rocket determined to kill me! A little
ironic bladder cancers as the province of smokers and I’ve never smoked in my life. Notwithstanding this I lived in hope
- Little more to say in the circumstances, I’ll keep you posted. [On reading this mail it seems a little disjointed - Maybe a
reflection of me at the moment]
Regards Glenn

Thanks for passing this info on. We are all shocked to hear your news and hope for the best in the circumstances .. Editor
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Word Wheel How many words can you make



from the letters in the wheel? Each word must
contain the letter I. Can you find a 9-letter word
and at least 20 other words of five letters or
more avoiding proper nouns?

T
Across

1. Twelve (5)
4. Hoard (5)
7. Unaware (9)
8. Gape (4)
10. Wore away (6)
12. Birds of prey (6)
13. Notion (4)
16. Large spider (9)
18. The lowest point of anything (5)
19. Implied (5)

Quick Crossword 

Down
1. Journal (5)
2. Menagerie (3)
3. World's longest river (4)
4. Secret or hidden (6)
5. Bustling (7)
6. Abated (5)
9. Placed a bet (7)
11. Thinner (6)
12. Consumed (5)
14. Proficient (5)
15. Female relative (4)
17. Part of a circle (3)
Duty Freed
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Birthdays
JUNE

may
Ruby BALES
Lavinia PIKE
Neil HOPKINS
Trixie SULLIVAN
Ros GATES
Julia STOREY
Mike FLYNN
Bob MARTIN
Graham CRUTTENDEN
Sue WEBB
Viviane ALLUM
Emma DAVIES
Carol NEEDHAM
Alan CAUDWELL
Pat WILLS
Con GREENWOOD
Len HARDMAN
Colleen SORENSEN
Dennis WHITESIDE
Fran FOSTER
Paul HUBBARD
Bridie O’NEILL

July

Alan HOGG
Phil BURDGE
Frank MENNER
Richard COLEMAN
June MENNER
Nita BLACK
Roslyn BOYLAN
Pat BISSAKER
Terry EMERSON
Val HARDMAN
John ALLUM
Jeannette BURDGE
Phyllis SMITH
Paul MURPHY
Yvonne PAGE
Greg BARTROP

1
2
3
5
9
9
11
12
13
15
20
20
22
23
24
25
27
27
27
28
28
30

1
4
5
7
8
11
12
14
14
14
17
17
18
21
23
28

Margaret HEAVEY
Elva JOST
Hedda LAMERS
Eleanor SMART
Michael METCALF
Les HERON
Brian JOST
Sue SWEET
Trevor NEEDHAM
Ron DYER
Christopher CORNISH
Gary BYRNE
Roly SWEET
Sue HOPKINS
Max GERRYN
Shirley McDONALD
Robyn METCALF
Kay SCHMIDT
Kevin SHEPHEDSON

4
4
5
5
8
9
9
9
12
13
15
17
18
26
27
28
29
29
29

Wedding AnniversAry’s
June

may
Jim & Norma ANDERSON
Ross & Wendy BLACKALL
Paul & Pauline MURPHY
Bryan & Pat BISSAKER
Terry & Emma DAVIES
Susan ARMSTRONG & John DANIELS

Ron & Margaret JARVIS
Darrell & Patricia JOHNSON
Max & Sherren GERREYN
Jack & Stella EARNSHAW
Les & Moira HERON
Bill & Pat WALKER
Rod & Denise SPENCER

2
3
11
24
25
31

4
4
8
10
18
22
26

July
Brian & Kathleen WARD
John & Colleen SORENSEN
Jim & Bridie O'NEILL
Bob & Sue MARTIN
Mike & Renee FLYNN
Ray TREEN
Sandra & Alex SIMS
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Events Page

The Maze Family Fun Park
Neaves Road, Bullsbrook
Sunday May 6th
Meet at the entrance 10:00am
Lunch at their Café Iguana, pay as you order
Information on the venue refer to pages 6 & 7 of February Duty Freed
Please advise if attending so we know who to look out for
(Note: If you have misplaced your copy of February Duty Freed it is available on our website)

Coming Events 
Buffet Luncheon
@ the Runway Bar & Café

Smorgasbord Breakfast
Swan Yacht Club

41 Eagle Drive, Jandakot
above the Royal Aero Club

Riverside Rd, East Fremantle
Sunday July 8th at 08:30 hours

(a lift is available for those who struggle with stairs)

Tuesday June 12th
Committee Meeting 11:00
Lunch at 12 noon
Cost TBC
Bar open – pay as you go

Cost: $20.00
Parking available at the club
Breakfast is held in the club room on the
ground floor level.

Plenty of parking for all

Bookings for the breakfast must be made
before Tuesday July 3rd

Bookings to be made before Wednesday
June 6th please

For all bookings (unless stated otherwise) please contact

Hazel Webb, 78 Arundel Drive, WELLARD 6170
 9439 2268
0409 105 101
or email
(See RCOA – Functions Booking Slip – page 9)
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News of Members
 We endeavour to keep up to date with our members where we can however it has been a bit quiet
lately with no reports of holidays, success at sport or falls in the shower.
 If any of you have News of Members or have some yourself (that is printable) please let me know
so that I can fill some pages with gossip, adventure, excitement, trivia etc.
 Our next issue of Duty Freed is June so news to me before 11th please preferably by email
Cheers, Hazel

Sending Money – be it for membership renewal or for an up coming function – remember that you can send
electronically to the RCOA of WA Account at the Bendigo Bank – BSB 633-000 - A/c No. 121589386
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------RCOA Membership Application



Renewal





Update

Payment to: Secretary RCOA of WA Inc. 78 Arundel Drive, Wellard 6170
First Name:

Family Name:

Partner’s Name:

Postal Address:
Email Address:
Phone Number:

Mobile:

Our Newsletter includes a segment for publication of members and spouse’s birth and wedding anniversary dates (day & month only printed)
If you would like to share this detail with other members please complete the following (include year if you wish for our records only)

Member B’date:

Partner B’date:

Wedding Date:

Membership $10 Joint/Single

X No of years:

Amount paying $

Send Duty Freed by post
Office use only:

Rec’d

/



or email

/2012

EFT


Cash

Signature & Date

AMO

Cheque

No:

Trans #

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------

RCOA Functions Booking Slip
Payment to: Secretary RCOA of WA Inc. 78 Arundel Drive, Wellard 6170

Names attending
Function

Venue

Date

No

$pp

Subtotal

X
X
X

Signature & Date
Office use only:

Rec’d

/
/

/2012

EFT

Cash

AMO

/ 2012

Total amount
enclosed

Cheque

No:

$
Trans #

Last but not Least
If we have your email address you will already be aware that the RCOA web site has not only been moved
from Customs to our house but it has also recently been moved on to a new computer.
I am by no means a guru when it comes to web site stuff but I have managed to learn enough to smarten
the site up a bit and intend to keep it up to date with our upcoming functions as they change. For instance
there is a link to ‘The Maze’ web site for full information about ‘The Maze’ and a detailed map [thanks to
Google maps] of its location.
If we don’t have your email address, it may be worth forwarding it to us, as we often send out some
information or other to those who’s email address we do have.

Retired Customs Officers’
Association of WA inc.

Bernie Webb

REDGUM RURAL SERVICES
trees pruned
rural fencing
gutters cleaned
garden clean ups
rotary hoeing
slashing / mowing

Bernie Webb
 (08) 9439 2268

 0419 903 218

RW Sales
For your quality Japanese manufactured
pruning saws and secateurs
High quality carbon tool steel
Hard chrome plated rust proof finish
Super sharp cutting edge
Impulse hardening teeth, (lasts three times
longer than conventional teeth)
Comfortable ergonomic hand grip
Light weight, ergonomic non slip grip
various sizes and styles

Ideal for the professional or home gardener

Contact Ross Blackall

Mobile 0418

162 493

RETIRED CUSTOMS OFFICERS’
ASSOCIATION
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.

If undelivered return to
Secretary RCOA
78 Arundel Drive
WELLARD WA 6170



Home 08

9259 1268

